


1 want the summit to place at the 
disposal of the secretary general of the 
U.N. several thousand non-Syrian Arab 
soldiers who would then participate with 
the U.N. Interim Force in Lebanon. 

When that happens, UNIFIL will be 
able to get the 'sraeli Army out of South 
Lebanon. The Israeli Army, according to 
the information at my disposal, is still 
maintaining positions in several Lebanese 
villages, including Yarin, Maruhin, 
Kawzah, south of Bint Jbail, south of 
Aitaroun, Kleia, Hula, Marjeyoun, 
Kfarshouba, Majidiyeh... The inti rnational 
forces will then be able to implement 
Resolutions 425 and 426, and Resolution 
444, especially Article 7 of it, and 
Resolution 450. After that, authority in 
the South can be returned to the 
Lebanese government, and the Arabs can 
rebuild the villages destroyed by the 
Israeli Army and compensate the villagers 
— because the South and its people have 
been victimized by the Arabs, who have 
allowed them to face our common enemy 
alone. 

lf the summit conference decides to 
place Arab forces at the disposal of the 
U.N. secretary general, the Arabs will have 
truly done their duty toward South 
Lebaron and the Lebanese people. 

Do you agree with the Lebanese Front 

leaders who are saying that the Leba- 

nesePalestinian ‘“‘coexistence”  agree- 
ment which the Sarkis regime is aiming 
at through contacts with the PLO and 
through the Arab summit is likely to 
consecrate and formalize Palestinian 
presence in Lebanon, increasing the 
threat of the permanent resettlement of 

Palestinian refugees there and therefore 

the possibility of partition? 

1 don’t know what kind of formula 
President Sarkis has worked out for 
Lebanese-Palestinian coexistence, but | 
would fzvor any agreement with the 
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Palestinians that is consistent with the 
Lebanese-Israeli armistice agreement and 
does not violate Lebanese sovereignty. 

| recently reed a statement by Presi- 
dent Chamoun quoting President Sarkis as 
saying that the Lebanese-Palestinian Cairo 
Agreement cannot be amended and that 
the alternative was to “freeze” (Pales- 
tinian military) operations in the South. 
Responding to that statement, Chamoun 
said that the Cairo Agreement no longer 


- exists, since the House last year adopted a 


decision prohibiting all military operations 
on Lebanese territory. 

| disagree with Camiile Chamoun’s 
view. The Cairo Agreement will remain in 
effect until it is revoked by the executive 
or legislative authority. because the agree- 
ment was signed — on November 3, 1969 
— by Army Commander General Bustani 
on behalf of the Lebanese government, 
and it was later approved by majority 
vote in Parliament. 

Camille Chamoun and Pierre Gemayel 
must do what they did after the adoption 
of Security Council Resolutions 425 and 
426. They must demand the annulment of 
the Cairo Agreement. But neither 
Chamoun nor Geniayel dare make such a 
demand, for fear of angering the Pales- 
tinian Resistarice, especially these days, 


when both of them are outdoing each 
Other in their wooing of the Palestinian 


Resistance. 

The executive authority wants to 
maintain the Cairo Agreement and con- 
tents itself with a request for the 
suspension of military operations. And 
Abu Ammar says no one can force the 
Resistance to withdraw from the South, 
and he apparently says this on the 
Strength of the Cairo Agreement, which is 
still valid. 

The presence of the Resistance in the 
South is aimed at the mounting of 
operations hich are the speciality of the 
Resistance. If the Resistance suspends its 











operations, the suspensior, will not be 
permanent, and if it is mrant to be 
permanent, then the Re.#26° -e must pull 
out of the South, because its presence 
there no longer has any justification. 


Do you agree with Lebanese Front 

leaders who say that the Arab summit 

will be a waste of time? 

Yes | do — if the result of the summit 
is not what |! have just told you: a 
decision to send Arab troops to the 
South. There is another decision which 
would also make the summit worthwhile: a 
decision to stop supplying the United 
States with oil. It is obvious that such a 
decision is impossible to even dream 
about. But aside from these two decisions, 
1 see no other useful resolution that the 
summit can adopt. 


How should the Lebanese state deal 

with the question of Palestinian pre- 

sence, in your opinion? 

| told you how: by announcing that 
the Cairo Agreement is null and void. This 
has become possible now, after the 


adoption of Resolutions 425 and 426.~- 


The resolutions contradict the provisions 
of the Cairo Agreement, and Ariicle 103 
of the U.N. Charter gives U.N. resolutions 
precedence over other decisions. After the 
Cairo Agreement is revoked, cither by the 
executive authority or by the legislative 
authority, Lebanon can enter into a new 
agreement with the PLO which is con- 
sistent with Lebanese-Israeli agreements, 
which does not violate Lebanese sover- 
eignty, and which does not damage 
Lebanese-Palestinian relations. 


How would you evaluate the govern- 
ment’s performance over the past few 
months — starting with its performance 
on the Arab level. What do you think, 
for instance, of the initiative the 
President took in sending personal 
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letters to the Arab chiefs of state on 

South Lebanon? 

| understand that Sarkis informed the 
Arab states that they must take a serious 
interest in the situation in South Leba- 
non. And today, | read a statement made 
by Syrian Foreign Minister (Abdelhalim) 
Khaddam to “An-Nahar” in New York, to 
the effect that the South Lebanon issue is 
a threat not only to Lebanon but also to 
the security of all the Arabs, that it is 
only natural that the Arabs move to 
confront this new result of the Camp 
David policy and help Lebanon and the 
Palestinian Resistance, and that ali we 
need do now is wait for the resolutions 
which will issue from the Arab summit 
conference. , 

You will notice that Khaddam says the 
Arabs must help Lebanon and the Pales- 
tinian Resistance, which is not what 
President Sarkis wants to do. Presiden: 
Sarkis wants to suspend military opera- 
tions in the South. 


This evening, | was visited by Mr. Rene 
Moawwad (MP), who delivered the Presi- 
dent's letters to the Arab heads of state; 
In answer to my question, he said he was 
satisfied with the positions of the Arab 
leaders with whom he met. 

That is all | have to say on this 
subject... 

On the international level, the Pope, 
when he mentioned Lebanon in his speech 
at the General Assembly, stressed the 
importance of the Lebanese coexistence 
formula. This means “hat the Pope wants 
a Lebanon of coexistence, not a Lebanon 
of Maronites, as some want it to be. 

As for the effect the Pope's speech will 
have, | hope that the states which 
applauded him so much will allow their 
policies to be influenced by what he said 


— especially what he said about Lebanon 
and the Palestinian cause. 


For the hundredth time, | would like to 














stress that it is in the interest of Lebanon 


and the Lebanese people that a Palestinian 
state be established. It is unacceptable 
that a people, «ny people, remain without 
a homeland. It is inconceivable that the 
Palestinians be deprived of Palestine, 
whose name they carry. After the estab- 
lishment of Palestine, the Palestinians who 
remain in Lebanon will not be refugees or 
commandos, but normal people enjoying 
the same rights and having the same 
Odligations that other non-Lebanese resi- 
dents of Lebanon have. 


What have you been doing to help 

Lebanon since we last talked to you? 

Have you had any contacts with Arab 

or Western governments on the issue? 

| have no official status to enable me 
to make such contacts. | am a member of 
Parliament, nothing more. 


But you have had contacts with the 

French foreign ministry and the Vati- 

can. Last week, you were in Bonn, and 

now you're planning to visit the U.S. 

| have some private contacts in those 
Capitals, and | speak to them in my 
Capacity as a member of Parliament and 
the leader of a Lebanese party. | explain 
to them the situation in Lebanon and the 
danger posed to my country, and | 
sometimes suggest measures that can be 
taken by those countries in defense of 
Lebanon. 

Have you met with any Palestinian 

officials? 

No. 


Have you met with the leaders of other 

Lebanese parties? 

Yes, but not with Pierre Gemayel and 
Camille Chamoun, of course. 


You are in fact in contact with various 
politicians and officials in the Arab 
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world and outside it. !a the light of what 

you have heard from them, do you 

think there is any possibility that the 

Lebanese problem can be solved in- 

dependently of the Middle Eastern 

crisis? 

My contacts aside, there is an in- 
evitable link between the Lebanese and 
Palestinian issues. Evidence of this can be 
seen in the speech of Pope John Paul II at 
the General Assembly, in which he said 
that Lebanon's independence, security and 
territorial integrity are linked with a just 
solution of the Palestinian problem. That 
is true as long as Israel wages war on 
Lebanon because of the presence of the 
Palestinian Resistance. 

For this reason, the Lebanese autho- 
rities and the friendly Arab countries 
must do everything in their power to 
promote a just solution of the Palestinian 
problem. Only when such a solution 
emerges will the Middle Eastern and 
Lebanese crises be settled. 


Do you see such a solution coming in 

the near future? 

How do you expect a solution to come 
in the near future, as long as Kissinger’s 
plan for Lebanon, the conspiracy, is still 
being implemented, and as long as the 
Arabs don't really want to cooperate with 
Lebanon, and as long as some Arab 
countries don’t want a Palestinian state to 
be established (if we are to believe what 
President Carter said about not a single 
Arab leader telling him he favored a 
Palestinian state)? 


Judging by your current evaluation of 
the situation, when do you, expect to 
return to Lebanon? 

| will return when | complete my 
outside Lebanon and when it 
becomes possible for me to take political 
action in full freedom in my country, 
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Taat is wnen | will return, and nothing on 
eartt, can keep me away. 


The Lebanese people miss you, and 

would like to get a message from you: 

what do you advise them to do to help 

end the Lebanese tragedy? 

| cannot put it better than His Holiness 
Pope John Paul Il, who said in his speech 
in Ireland that violence is a crime against 
humanity and that there is no war 
between Catholics and Protestants. 

| convey the same message to the 
people of Lebanon. The Lebanese people 
must wake up to the situation into which 
their leaders have led them. The time has 
come for them to leave those leaders and 
return to themselves, for they are good 
and loving people; they are people who 
build their nation and life with the sweat 
of their brow, and not by piracy and 
murder, as their leaders are asking them 
to build it now. 
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LEBANON 


INTERVIEW WITH IBRAHIM QULAYLAT 
London AL-HAWADITH in Arabic 21 Sep 79 pp 12-14 


[Interview with Ibrahim Qulaylat, Lebanese leftist leader of the "Murabitun," 
by correspondent Walid ‘Awad; date and place not given] 


[Text] After the conflicte that broke out within the "National Movement" 
and the battles that occurred between some of its groups, the "Murabit\n” 
have again surfaced as a political and military stance which is demanding a 
comprehensive evaluation of the previous stage and preparation of a clear 
future path that will not perish among the currents of the leftist parties. 


The name Ibrahim Qulaylat has again appeared, playing a role and taking a 
stance in the western area, 


Many people are at a loss as to how to evaluate this role, Some of those 
in the eastern area who differ with him and who oppose his policy see him 
(correctly represented, in their opinion) in the articles which were 
recently written by Jean Larteguy in PARIS MATCH (No 1576) as an investiga- 
tive report about Lebanon. They were cruel and biting articles. And some 
people consider him to be temporary legality in the western area in the 
absence of legality. 


He said to the Kuwaiti ambassador, ‘Abd-al-Hamid al-Bu'ayjan, when he came 

on behalf of the Follow-Up Committee: "I am ready to close down my radio 
station if that would help to establish legality and pave the way for the 
government to take matters firmly in hand and implement its existence," 
Al-Bu'ayian was delighted and passed these words along to Lebanese officials. 


And until the government takes matters firmly in hand, Ibrahim Qulaylat will 
be fully in evidence, politically and militarily. 


As you stroll around his office and sit down together with him, you are at 
a loss as to what words to choose to describe his personality. 


Some time ago, after his period of medical treatment in Geneva, the medicine 
on his desk disappeared. He had thrown it all out the window. And along 
with it disappeared his unhappy moods which resulted from his condition of 
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fatigue. But there is one thing which did not disappear, and will never 
disappear, from Ibrahim Qulaylat's desk, and that is President ‘Abd-al-Nasir's 
picture (the only picture there), his quotes, andeverything that is connected 
with his historic stances. 


In all of this atmosphere, and after having a sip of the green tea which 
Ibrahim Qulaylat likes, I asked him: 


[Question] The war is a testing ground for men and events. Where do you 
stand now, after 4 years of war? 


[Answer] Our position is still firmly rooted in the principles which have 
been the basis for our decisions to assume our responsibilities during all 
the years of the Lebanese war, a war which is military and political at the 
same time. For me the political war is the more vicious one and demands 
effective and vigilant participation in order to deal with it. The 
difference between the military war and the political war is that the former 
is, for the most part, a visible, material war, except in some of its 
elements which are dictated by political decisions, and the latter basically 
depends on what is concocted in the invisible kitchens behind the scenes. 
This requires vigilance, pursuing matters, and keeping abreast of every 
event in order to gain an in-depth knowledge about it. 


We, as an organization of Nasserite independents, the Murabitun, continuing 
to see our position as being within these dimensions, are convinced, due 

to the experience of past years, that the Lebanese arena--in the context of 
a settlement of the Middle East problem, taking into account it Arab, 
Palestinian, and Lebanese dimensions--constitutes the central arena in the 
struggle to attain this settlement, in both the geographical and political 
senses. This distinctive role played by the Lebanese arena has, clearly 
and without a doubt, decided, politically and militarily, the stances 
assumed and the roles played by the forces which are directing the struggle 
in the area. 


Through objectively analyzing our movement, its duties, and its continuity, 
and through taking a more profound look at our movement's concept of the 
basic given factors that constitute the facts of the case, the documents, 
and the decisions in the dossier of the Middle East issue, we feel that the 
national progressive forces and our movement are not permitted to play any 
real role in building the future of our nation, Lebanon. Also their pan- 
Arab role is perhaps being curtailed in the realm of this problem. This 
role, as we appraise it, is at best tantamount to political pressure moves, 
at intermittent stages, for the purpose of seeking improvement of the 
conditions stipulated by the large forces, which are running the conflict, 
in the dossier of the Middle East issue. 


[Question] Who is the obstacle and who is the one who is standing aside? 


[Answer] The first would be the forces in the struggle which are definitely 
and by nature hostile to us. The second would be--and this is something 
which is really regrettable--the large, allied forces which are directing 
the struggle. 95 














[Question] Under the category of objective criticism of you, it is said 
that your military arm is stronger than your political arm, and that you 
have not waged a political battle which, for example, has had the spirit 
of the military “Holiday Inn" battle in 1976! 


[Answer] This statement can be rejected from two standpoints. This first 
is that our movement is a political, ideological movement whose roots extend 
back 21 years, to the 1958 revolution to be exact, and I do not believe 

that the movement would have been able to survive with its military and 
political institutions, from that time until now. if it had not been for 

the fact that it is based on the clarity of its political position. In our 
movement there is not distinction between the political aspect and the 
military aspect. Our party and organizational work does ne. respect or heed 
any such distinction, because we always take into consideration all the 
party and organizational experiences which occurred when the false idea of 
such a distinction was tolerated between the wings of [the movement's] 
organizations, particularly since this tolerance, especially in the Third 
World, is a practice employed to encourage conflicting trends among those 
engaged in party and combat activity. The second standpoint which rejects 
the accusation of a distinction [between the political and military aspects] 
in our movement is the fact that our military achievements, which have taken 
place continuously for 20 years, are the result of a political decision. 


[Question] In people's minds the National Movement is the antithesis of 
the Lebanese Front. Do you not believe that the balance of power has now 
shifted in favor of the Front, especially after the clear disparity in the 
positions taken by the facts in the National Movement? 


[Answer] In the scientific balance [of forces] in the conflict in the Leb- 
anese arena, the National Movement constitutes the only organization which is 
actively confronting the plans and course of action of the Lebanese Front. This 
balance is what determines the basic aims on which the National Movement is 
based, along with the basic aims on which the Lebanese Front is based. Accord- 
ing to the patriotic concept, the balance [of power] cannot fail to be in favor 
of the National Movement. And if there are any defects in the balance which 
favor the Lebanese Front, it is not a result of the patriotic, political, and 
military positions of the Lebanese Front, It is a result of the impact of Arab 
and international considerations related to decisions, at different stages, 
which are included in the dossier of the Middle East issue, to which the 
Lebanese issue is attached, It is acircumstantial case which disappears along 
with its causative factors. 


[Question] If the Lebanese Front is not the dialog partner on the other 
side, then who is? 


[Answer] After the journey of suffering the Lebanese have gone through, we 
have become convinced that the Lebanese Front does not really represent the 
patriotic Christizn faction, and this is sufficiently indicated by the 
disintegration which took place in the Front after President Sulayman 
Franjiyah withdrew from it, and by the present position of Raymond Iddih, 
or by two parties of the Front, the Phalangists and the National Liberals, 
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after a number of their political leaders, such as Col Fu'ad Lahud left 
them. We are adhering to our patriotic political stance in order to arrive 
at a solution which would enable our country to pull out of its misfortune 
so that the patriotic Christian faction, which is outside the realm of 

being subordinate to the Lebanese Front, can have the main effective role in 
the dialog and in creating a new, advanced, civilized formula--without the 
concept of the Lebanese Front--which would be suitable for the building of 

a nation which would be capable and have healthy, deeply entrenched roots 
for mutual understanding. No patriotic person would disagree with this 
demand, in any location within the arena of Lebanon. 


And if the Lebanese Front is to have a role, then first it must remove the 
factors which caused the members of the Front to switch over from being 
nationally categorized as being among those who tolerate Israeli occupation 
of a cherished part of the our country to being among those who collaborate 
with this occupation, and thus with the Zionist enemy. 


[Question] More than one leader in the National Front feels that Amin 
al-Jumaayyil and Dany Sham'un do not collaborate with this occupation, nor 
with Israel. And this qualifies them to play the role that you are talking 
about. 


[Answer] The logic of hawks and doves in the’ two parties of the Lebanese 
Front is a farce which was toppled by the conditions of the confrontation 
with the enemy, and it does not form a link between the formula sought and 
arriving at final solutions to the crisis which has been going on for 4 years. 
And if Amin al-Jumayyil and Dany Sham'un are not openly in contact with 
Israel, they are still part of the contact with Israel, they are still part 

of the contact with Israel through their two parties. The day that both of 
them withdraw from their parties, then they will have really chosen the 

path of breaking off relations with the Zionist enemy. 


[Question] There is information to the effect that the two of them are 

conducting a dialog with you by means of written and oral messages, and 

that the ambassador of a neutral European country has passed on to you a 
message from Shaykh Amin al-Jumayyil. 


[Answer] It istrue. Our channel of communications has been open for some 
time. There was a message that came to us from Dany Sham'un, a written 
letter which constitutes a channel which paves the way for a dialog. Also, 
2 years ago, at the end of the war, we received an oral message from Bashir 
al-Jumayyil, through a press organization, which proposed a dialog, and 
this was before the stage of collaborating with Israel. The message 
suggested holding a meeting in a place agreeable to both parties. A very 
short time ago we received, via the ambassador of a Western European 
country, a message from Amin al-Jummayyil which, in his view, constitutes a 
basis for a national dialog. But we did not dwell on it for too long since 
it mentioned no means of dealing with the basic, root causes for the existing 
incompatibility between us and the two parties, the Phalangists and the 
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Liberals. So we told the ambassador, who is friendly with both sides, that 
the message, with its rather pale contents, was about as useful to us as 
blowing on cold ashes [to keep a fire going]. 


[Question] Some people do not like what you said about an agreement with 
the Maronites, at a time when there is a prior need to have the Moslem 
leaders come to an agreement. Do you, for example, need to come to an 
agreement with the Moslem bloc before making an agreement with Amin 
al-Jumayyil and Dayn Sham‘ un? 


[Answer] When we advocate the necessity of undertaking a national agreement 
with the Maronite faction, we are including the necessity of a Maronite- 
Moslem agreement. The Lebanese war has defined the positions of all of the 
factions, and the progressive Moslem masses have conclusively categorized 
the forces in the struggle, the patriotic and unpatriotic ones, and the 
Moslem and Christian ones. Many of those toppled by the warinthe patriotic 
Moslem area are making common cause with the unpatriotic Maronites. And 
here a distinction should be made between the patriotic Maronites and 
independent Maronites on the one hand, and the Maronites of the Lebanese 
Front on the other hand. 


It shoud also be made clear that the Mosiem bloc has patriotic Moslem 
personalities with whom we see eye to eye in many issues which directly 
concern our Moslem masses. 


[Question] When you openly state that there are Trojan horses in the 
Palestinian revolutionary movement and the National Movement, you are 
moving over close to [the position of] the sident majority or to a position 
mid-way between the rightists and the leftists, Or how would you otherwise 
designate this position? 


[Answer] In circumstances like those in the war in Lebanon it is not 
something unusual if forces playing a destructive role infiltrate into the 
Palestinian revolutionary movement, and into the progressive national move- 
ment. Both of them are in the thick of having to deal with the challenges 

to the causes of our masses. But the revolutionary leadership and 
mentality--committed to its cause--which is inside the Palestinian resistance 
movement and the National Movement, is capable of bridling and liquidating 
the Trojan horses inside their movements. 


[Question] People raise a hue and cry about the secondary wars between 
factions, deployed along the same battle-line, that are fighting in the 
streets and between houses, Three weeks ago there was Sidon and 2 weeks 
ago there was the Mazra'ah area. Do you not think that this fighting makes 
you lose a lot of what you have gained? 


[Answer] These negative phenomena that sometimes abound in the Palestinian 
revolution and the National Movement are, without a doubt, wearing down our 
forces, apart from the battles that our duty forces us to take part in. 
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For this reason it is incumbent upon us all to prevent this, by all possible 
means and summoning all our courage, otherwise, as time goes on, all this 
might turn into a characteristic situation which could be profitable only to 
the enemy. The Murabitun--the movement of independent Nasserites-—have 
already counteracted the negative phenomena which occurred in Sidon by 
issuing a statement at that time which commented on the strike in the city 
as follows: "Some growths have appeared on the body of the Palestinian 
revolution and the National Movement, and they have secreted many excesses. 
These should have been dealt with and we should have loudly demanded the 
cessation of their harmful effect on the Palestinian and Lebanese masses who 
both suffered, to an equal degree, from this harm and these excesses." 


From Beirut and Sidon we turn to the far south concerning which the question 
addressed to Ibrahim Qulaylat is: 


{Question} Why is the south not the main arena of military activity and 
concentration of armed troops? What role do the Murabitun play in the war 
in the south? 


[Answer] There is no doubt that our natural location at this fateful stage 
is the south. In our movement's concept the south is politically and 
geographically the central link in the Middle East conflict, and all means 
of combat should be mobilized for it. And if there is any obscuring of our 
role in the south, this is not our concern and will not alter our path, 
because in the south we are fighting for the sake of ‘Umar's lord and not 
for the sake of ‘Umar [i.e., we are fighting for important principles and 
not for something insignificant]. We are in the lands of the south, with 
all of our combat resources, we have men who fall in battle, and we are 
continuing to remain side by side with the people of the south who are 
staunchly holding out in their positions. Everybody knows that the Murabitun 
fighters in the city of Sidon were the last ones to retreat from their 
positions, on the morning of the Israeli attack, tc the outskirts of the 
city, and were the first ones to return and enter the city. We also were, 
and still are, in al-Tayyibah, ‘Adlun, al-Qasimiyah, and Arnun. Two of 

our men have been taken prisoner by the Israeli enemy. They are Nizam Kirbaj 
and Muhammad Harb. 


Since the south is presently the focus of the conflict, we are busy drawing 
up a plan based on a clear policy of allying our forces more closely with 
the progressive Moslem forces in the south in order to facilitiate their 
doing of their duty, on the national, pan-Arab, and internatiorsl1 plane. 


A discussion of the south naturally leads us to talking about the disappearance 
of the Imam Musa al-Sadr, 


[Question] It is said that your organization, with its means of gathering 
information, has definite knowledge about the fate of the Imam al-Sadr, but 
that it is not in your interest to spread the secret at the present time. 
Do you not think that the fact that the Sunnis and Shi'ites have unified 
their ranks makes it imperative to say something decisive in this matter? 
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[Answer] On the basis of the information gathered by the organizations in 
our movement, considering all of its national, domestic, pan-Arab, and 
international dimensions, we have kept in mind our duties as dictated to 

us by our position in the united ranks of the Moslems, and have searched for 
a clue that would lead us to learning about the fate of the Imam and his 

two comrades, but so far we have had negative results. But we, along with 
those in the patriotic, Arab ranks, are demanding that efforts be pursued 

to uncover the circumstances surrounding the disappearance of the Iman, 
especially since they are circumstances which, at this stage, do not serve 
the cause of unifying the ranks of the Moslems. 


[Question] In conclusion we ask you: Have you given up calling the 1943 
Covenant the Lebanon Hotel Formula, or have you found a palpable substitute? 


[Answer] Each new day subsequent to the 1943 Covenant strengthens our 
conviction that the 1943 deal was, at best, nothing more than [the formation 
of] a shareholding company between a bloc of families which were obliged 

by the imperialists to sign that formula's decree, 


[Question] Do you and Shaykh Bashir al-Jumayyil agree about this? His 
approach to this formula is that of a rejection similar to yours. 


[Answer] But he criticizes it on a completely different basis than we do. 
We view it from a purely patriotic viewpoint, whereas his understanding of 
these principles is based on forming a screen for Israeli occupation in the 
south. This is on the one hand. On the other hand, he approaches this 
formula through hypotheses and family rituals, supported by the slogan: 
God, country, and family. 


[Question] De Gaulle himself talked about the French family. 


[Answer] The atmosphere in which De Gaulle was talking is one thing, and 
the atmosphere of the Phalangist Party is quite another matter, De Gaulle 
did not base a family political party on ideas such as: the father is the 
godfather, the firstborn son is the political arm, and the second son is 
the military arn. 


And so on. Ibrahim Qulaylat admits that the present stage is a stage of 
political aggressiveness, not one of military aggressiveness. In this 
connection, he is receiving ambassadors and receiving messages, 


Maybe in the end, after all the cards are on the table, he will be the one 
conducting a dialog! 
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LEBANON 


FTNANCE MINISTER EXPLAINS ATTEMPTS TO BOLSTER REVENUES 
Beirut MONDAY MORNING in English 22-28 Oct 79 pp 2k-29 


[Interview with Ali al-Khalil, finance minister, by Mona el-Said date and 
place not given] 


[Text] Finance Minister Ali al-Khalil expects Lebanon's customs duties 
to be doubled by the government's current efforts to combat 
smuggling and piracy. 

in an interview with Monday Morning \ast week, the minister 
said Lebanon's anti-smuggling campaign involves: 

© Reduction of “sore” customs duties; 

o Modern anti-smuggling equipment for the customs au- 
thorities; 

@A drive to reestablish law and order in all parts of the 
country, including the numerous coastal locations which now host 
illegal harbors. 

The anti-smuggling crusade is one of the measures the minister 
mentioned in an all-out effort to build up the trickle of State 
revenues into a “reasonable” flow. 

Other measures the minister cited were: 

eA reconsideration of tax legislation.” This measure he 
studiously avoided elaborating on, giving the imprezsion that the 
next few months may bring us fatter taxes. Since one of the 
government's aims is to “reduce the burden of limited-income 
groups,” as Khalil put it, one assumes that it is the other groups 
who will be getting more acquainted with their tax-collectors. 

©“An improvement in tax-collection operations.” This 
improvement has already started with a decision to cancel all fines 
for late taxpayers and encourage them to come up with their back 
taxes by extending the payment period and introducing an 
installment plan. 

To “reduce the burden of limited income groups,” Khalil said, 
the government fully intends to tilt with inflation and take on the 
cost-of-living ogre. 

To reduce inflationary pressures and bolster the Lebanese 
pound, for instance, the authorities are trying to absorb surplus 
liquidity by issuing Treasury bonds. 





101 











To control prices, they are trying to “revive” and “mobilize” 
pricecontro! legislation and agencies — with a few possible 
amendments in the legislation in question. 

Where bolstering the Lebanese pound is concerned, the minister 
protested that the currency was doing exceptionally well, 
considering the battering it has received. 

The pressures to which the pound has been subjected would 
have destroyed the currencies of many other countries, he said, 
but they have hardly affected the Lebanese pound — thanks to its 
gold coverage and “the wise policies which the monetary agencies 
concerned are using to support and protect it.” 

The fact that the dollar has soared from LL. 2.40 to LL. 3.25 is 
not a sign that the LL. has dropped; it's a sign that the dollar has 
risen. Ditto where sterling is concerned. 

And what about the recent survey in the /nstitutiona/ Investor, 
in which international banking institutions rated Lebanon as the 
least creditworthy country in the Middle East, bar Turkey? 

if the survey is accurate, Khalil declared, the rating is only 
temporary and “will in no way affect Lebanon's ability to obtain. 
international loans.” In fact, generous loan offers are already 
“pouring in,’’ but Lebanon is politely rejecting them because its 
plan is to start with domestic loans (Treasury bonds) and then go 
on to external loans. 

Will Lebanon ever regain its status as the unchallenged financial 
center of the Middle East? 

No question about it, the minister said, reporting that “even in 
these bieak times, ali regional and international financial 
institutions have unanimously nominated this country — and this 
country alone — to be the major center of all financial activities in 





the entire region, when it regains its stability and security.” 


Following is the full interview: 


Could you summarize for us the 

financial policy which the new govern- 

ment of Premier Selim Hoss is follow- 
ing? 

In its policy statement, the government 
pledged to use all possible means to 
implement urgent construction and de- 
velopment programs, improve the condi- 
tions of the Treasury, combat inflationary 
pressures and the high cost of living, deal 
with social, labor, health and education 
problems, and promote privai. enterprise 
in the national economy. 

These represent the major steps that the 
government intends to take at this stage to 
deal with the country’s financial situation 
— in such a way as to achieve social justice, 
lead to economic prosperity, improve the 
conditions of the Treasury, fight inflation, 
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control the cost of living and reduce the 
burden of limited-income groups. These are 
the major issues which the government 
intends to deal with at this time, with a 
view to setting the financial situation of the 
country on the right course. 

This requires a reconsideration of tax 
legislation, an improvement in tax collec- 
tion operations, and various measures to 
limit inflation and combat the high cost of 
living, whatever form it takes. 

To invigorate the tax-collection opera- 
tion, the government has extended the 
deadlines for the payment of certain taxes. 
To absorb some of the excess currency 
liquidity, it has issued Treasury bonds. And 
it is now in the process of taking the 
appropriate measures to deal with the cost 





of ‘iving. Ali this is being done in 
accordance with a clear, well-defined plan. 

Could you give us an idea of the 

broadlines of the national budget for 

1980, which was recently approved by 

the Cabinet? 

The broadlines of the budget can be 
summarized as follows: 

A. Once more, the expenditure is more 
than the income. This is due to the 
increased expenditure on security affairs and 
on construction and development projects. 
The gap between expenditure and income 
will, naturally, contract as security condi- 
tions improve. 

B. It is hoped that this budget wili help 
us develop clear principles on which to base 
a dynamic financial policy — a financial 
policy which is neither inadequate nor 
helpless. 

C. it is also hoped that customs 
revenues will increase as a result of the 
official action planned to combat smuggl- 
ing and piracy — action which should 
double those revenues. 

Most countriesin the world are suffering 


from inflation and the cost-of-4iving 
spiral — and Lebanon is, perhaps, 
suffering more than others. Exactly how 
do you plan to deal with this problen? 

More accurately: do you ‘/nink you can 

deal with this problem, given the 

authorities’ continuing absence from 
some economic sectors and vital econo- 
mic facilities? 

There is no doubt that inflation and 
rising prices are phenomena from which 
Lebanon, like other countries, is suffering. 
And as you know, these two phenomena 
have external and internal causes. 

Where the external causes are concern- 
ed, these are an international responsibility; 
they can only be dealt with by joint action 
on the part of all countries in general, and, 


more specifically, on the part of the — 


international financial institutions. 
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As for the domestic causes, these can be 
summarized as follows: the rise in internal 
liquidity, and the failure to control prices. 
The responsibility for these causes must be 


borne by each country separately. 

The Lebanese government is using the 
mezns at its disposal to deal with the 
internal causes of inflation and the rising 
cost of living. It ‘s trying to absorb surplus 
liquidity by seex.ng domestic loans (Trea- 
ury bonds) and by adopting a certain 
banking policy. It is trying to control prices 
by reviving the price<ontrol agencies and 
mobilizing them by means of mobilizing 
the legislation pertaining to this matter and 
introducing the necessary amendments to 
it when such amendments are needed. 


Observers here have noticed a steep drop 
in State income — in the collection of 


rooming of illegal ports upand down the 

Lebanese coast. How do you intend to 

deal with this particular problem? 

There is nothing surprising about the 
drop in Treasury revenues in recent years; 
indeed, it would have been surprising had 
the revenues not dropped, considering the 
paralysis that gripped State institutions asa 
result of the painful incidents this country 
has witnessed. 


But the government has not stood idly 
by. it has taken several measures to restore 
a reasonable flow of revenues to the 
Treasury, of which | cite the following: 

A. Fines for delays in tax-payment have 
been cancelled, the period for the payment 
of back taxes has been extended and 
installment facilities have been introduced. 

B. Some customs duties have been 
reduced, smuggling is being combatted and 
the customs authorities are being provided 
with modern equipment to help them limit 
smuggling. 

In addition, the Lebanese government is 
rebuilding its security agencies ~'th a view 
to reestablishing law and order in all parts 








of Lebanon — including, of course, the 
Parts where those illegal ports you asked 
about are located. As | told you in my 
answer to your previous question, the 
government is exerting serious efforts to 
combat piracy and smuggling, using ai! the 
means at its disposal — and it is doing so to 
Protect national interests and the interests 
of the Lebanese people. 


The exchange rate of the Lebanese 
pound is still plummeting. The dollar, 
which used to be worth LL. 2.40, is now 
worth LL. 3.25. The pound Ssteriing was 
LL. 4.20 and is now LL. 7.65. What steps 
do you intend to take to restore the value 
of the Lebanese pound? 

No country can go through what 
L2banon has been through without having 
its national currency affected in one way or 
another. And yet, we find that the 
Lebanese ;ound has more or less held its 
position, and’ has only been relatively 
slightly affected, if compared with other 
currencies. 

This is very impressive. You will notice 
that the currencies of many countries — 
countries which have not been subjected to 
a fraction of what Lebanon has been 
through — have been greatly affected by 
international financial conditions, either 
dropping or soaring, unable to achieve 
stability, despite their past strength and 


immunity. 
In comparison, the Lebanese pound has 
performed well in those international 


financial conditions, more or less maintain- 
ing its strength and immunity. This is due 
to the strong gold coverage it enjoys and 
the wise policies which the monetary 
agencies concerned are using to support 
and protect it. 


ii may be worth mentioning here that 
the dollar’s rise against the Lebanese pound 
— from LL, 2.40 to LL. 3.25 — and 
sterling’s rise against the Lebanese pound — 
from LL. 4.20 to LL. 7.65 — do not 
indicate a drop in the value of the Lebanese 
pound; rather, they indicate that the dollar 





and sterling have improved, regaining 
some of the stature they had in the not too 
distant past. 

Ai any rate, we are aware that support 
of the Lebanese pound requires close 
coordination between our monetary and 
financial policies, and that is what the 
Lebanese government is trying to achieve 
by invigorating the various economic 
sectors through the Touristic and Industrial 
Development Bank, the Reconstruction 
and Development Council, the National 
Institution for the !nsurance of Invest- 
ments and other agencies. 

Do you think Lebanon can still regain its 

Status as the major financial center of 

the Middle East? 

The best evidence of Lebanon’s ability 
to do so is the iact that, even in these bleak 


times, all regional and international finan- 
cial institutions have unanimously nominat- 
ed this country — and this country alone — 
to be the major center of all financial 
activities in the entire region, when it 
regains its stability and security. 

In addition, some of the foreign 
financial institutions which were forced to 
suspend their activities in Lebanon during 
the two-year war have begun to return and 
resume their activities. This is proof enough 
of the fact that although Lebanon may lose 
its special financial status temporarily, it is 
bound to regain it and become stronger and 
more immune than before. 


The /nstitutiona/ Investor periodical 
recently surveyed international banking 
institutions to get ther views on the 
creditworthiness of various countries 
around the world. That survey ranked 
Lebanon as the least creditworthy 
country in the Middle East, with the 
exception of Turkey. Our question: If 
this is Lebanon's current reputation, 
how is the country to obtain the 
international loans it needs? 
If what this periodical published about 
Lebanon's creditworthiness rating is true, 
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that rating is temporary and bound to 
change. It will in no way affect Lebanon’s 
ability to obtain international loans. 

In this matter, Lebanon depends on the 
good reputation it still enjoys in inter- 
national circles and among foreign and 
Arab financing institutions. This reputation 
is based on the international confidence in 
Lebanon's ability to recover, and the 
international confidence in the Lebanese 
people, who have been famous down the 
ages for their competence, their experience, 
and their ability to overcome difficulties and 
adapt to the most trying circumstances. 


This confidence, in fact, is Lebanon's 
capital. It i: Lebanon’s most valuable 
possession. ; 

That is why we have always had grea 
hopes that Lebanon would be able to 
secure the external loans it needs. Indeed, 
generous offers are already pouring in. But 
Lebanon wants to move in accordance with 
a well-studied plan which starts with 
domestic loans by means of Treasury bonds 
and then moves on to external loans. This 
plan takes into consideration the current 
circumstances and the dictates of the 
reconstruction and development operation 
in its various stages. 


cso: 4820 
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MAURITANIA 


OULD HEYDALLA SEEKING CLEARER-CUT SUPFORT FROM FRANCE 
Pacis LE MONDE in French 18 Sep 79 p & 
[article by Paul Balta] 


[Text] The prime minister of Mauritania, Lt Col Mohamed Ould Heydalla, was 
expected to arrive in France Monday 17 September on a 3-day official visit. 
He is scheduled to meet with Giscard d’Estaing, who will receive him at 
lunch on Wednesday. 


The POLISARIO Front announced in Algiers that it had inflicted losses 
amounting to several hundred killed or taken prisoner last Sunday during an 
ambush near Zag in southern Morocco. For ite part, Rabat claims to have 
inflicted heavy losses on the Sahraouis last Thursday during an attack on 
Lemsied. Newsmen who were taken to the scene by the guerrillas reported 
on their return to Algiers that they had counted a total of 51 Moroccan 
armored vehicles destroyed or abandoned during the battle at Lebouirate on 
24 August. Lastly, it was reported that Yasir ‘Arafat, who is presently in 
Morocco following his visit to Algeria, will attempt to mediate between the 
two countries. 


According to his associates, Lt Col Mohamed Ould Heydalla proposes to 
expound to his French conversational partner his concept of the bilateral 
cooperation, in the light of the domestic and foreign perils that threaten 
his country. The two principal perils are, he believes, “destabiligation” 
of his government and “partition” of the national territory. 


The prime minister reportedly hoped to maintain a position equidistant from 
Rabat and Algiers and to maintain good relations with both capitals. Some 
of his associates explain that ever since Nouakchott signed the peace 
agreement with the POLISARIO Front Morocco has been attempting to overthrow 
the Mauritanian Government, first by delaying the withdrawal (now completed) 
of its troops stationed in Mauritania, and subsequently by attempting to set 
up a “countergovernment” in Mauritania and by organizing, in Morocco iteelf, 
an opposition front promoted by a turncoat, Lt Col Abdel Kader. 


The new Mauritanian “strong man” will also call the attention of President 
Ciscard d'Estaing to the “machinations” of various protagonists for the 
purpose of partitioning Mauritania. His intimates recall that President 
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Senghor--who supports the Moroccan position in the Saharan conflict--is in 
turn supported by Rabat when he speaks of the possibility of attaching 
southern Mauritania, which is populated by blacks, to Senegal. These 
circles also cast doubt upon certain French circles who are allegedly 
aggravating the differences between the Moors and the blacks, whereas these 
differences could--they say--be easily resolved in an atmosphere of cala 
and serenity. 


The group now in power in Nouakchott believes that any “destabilization” of 
Mauritania would give rise to “generalized guerrilla warfare” throughout 

the region and would have repercussions in Senegal--a development that 

would not be in Paris’ interest. The Mauritanians are pleased with the good 
relations they maintain with France and also with the aid France has given 
them to defend their sovereignty, and they would like Paris to practice an 
“even more active policy of neutrality” by exhorting those governments that 
might harm Mauritania’s integrity to act with discretion and moderation. 
They would also like the French Government not “to let itself be outflanked" 
by the maneuvers of what the entourage of Lt Col Culd Heydalla alleges is a 
“colonial lobby” established in the Senegalese capital with offshoots in 
Nouakchott and Paris. 
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MOROCCO 


GOVERNOR NAMED FOR NEW PROVINCE OF IFRANE 
Casablanca MAROC SOIR in French 19 Sep 79 p 1 


/Article: "Ifrane, a New Province: Yesterday His Majesty the King Appointed 
Hassan Nader as Head of the Government; Abderrahman Alaoui, Pasha of the 
Touarga District"7 


[Text] Yesterday at the close of the Council of Ministers, His Majesty 
Hassan II received Hassan Nader, pasha of the Touarga district and presented 
him with a decree of nomination as governor of the new Province of Ifrane. 


Addressing himself to the new governor in particular, the sovereign spoke 

as follows: "By our decision to nominate you as governor of the new Province 
of Ifrane, we would like to create a model and touristic province, the capital 
of which will be the city of Ifrane. We see in you a man who loves nature and 
is dedicated to the conservation of the environment and to maintaining the 
equilibrium between man and nature. 


The inhabitants of Ifrane remember you with great pleasure and we are sure 
that your nomination will come up to their aspirations and noble objectives. 
We are also convinced that your qualities will permit you to overcome all 

the difficulties which could arise in the field of coordination between 
agriculture and tourism, and we who have visited Ifrane from time to time, 

are willing to examine all the problems which you may bring to our attention." 


His majesty the king then received Abderrahmane Alaoui, pasha of the city of 
Ifrane and presented him with his decree of nomination as pasha of the district 
of Touarga in Rabat, replacing Hassan Nader. 





On this occasion the sovereign stressed the devotion of the pasha of the 
district of Touarga to “Arab and Moroccan traditions" and underlined the 
administrative experience and the qualities which will be very valuable to 
him in the accomplishment of his duties to the very best of his abilities. 


7993 
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MOROCCO 


INFORMATION ON INSTALLATION OF GOVERNOR OF IFRANE 
Casablanca MAROC SOIR in French 20 Sep 79 pp 1,2 


[Excerpts] On Wednesday morning the minister of interior, Driss Basri, 
presided in the seat of the Municipality of Ifrane at the ceremony of in- 
stallation of Hassan Nader as governor of the Province of Ifrane, the 
creation of which was announced yesterday by His Majesty King Hassan II. 


The young Province of Ifrane which becomes the 39th province of the kingdom 
will include in particular the municipality of Ifrane, Tazeguit district, 
the autonomous center of Azrou, the Erklaouen district, the Timahdite 
district and other regions including Dayet Aoua. 


After the reading of Hassan Nader's decree of nomination as head of the 
Province of Ifrane by "Cadi At Tawfik," the minister of interior delivered 
an address in which he conveyed to the inhabitants the solicitous concern 
and great interest of the sovereign for the region elevated to the rank of 
province whose future economic and social development is an auspicious omen 
for a better future for its citizens. 


The minister added that the “creation of this new province is in keeping 

with his majesty the king's policy, which aspires to the rapprochement of 
the administration, the citizens and the coordination of all the efforts 

of the state with a view to achieving an economic and social renaissance 

and the improvement of the living standards of the people." 





After pointing out that the number of provinces and prefectures in the 
kingdom had risen to 39 at the present time, the minister indicated that 
creating the Province of Ifrane is an imperative necessity with the aim 
of coalescing the objectives of the administration which consist in the 
realization of a harmonious development of the great incomparable natural 
riches of this region and its touristic potentialities. 





The minister continued "From an agricultural point of view the Ifrane region 
embraces an immense forest and animal inheritance. Its rational exploitation 
and conservation entails the combined efforts of the people and the administra- 
tion, in accordance with the decree of 1975." 
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"On city planning,” he added, "this young province is in a position to profit 
from the efforts the state is exerting in this field while maintaining the 
specific individuality and appearance of the city." 


Basri stated further: "In the field of tourism the Province of Ifrane dis- 
poses of various immense potentials and is favored by nature and an incon- 
parable climate, which could be instrumental in shaping it into a pilot 
province in the tourist sector. 


"In the general interest all this natural wealth must be developed in the 
framework of a coordinated and fruitful action between the elected members 
and the citizenry." 


In addition Driss Basri under’‘ined the administrative experience and ex- 
cellent qualities whicii predispose Hassan Nader, governor of the new 
Province of Ifrane, to be equal to the mission entrusted to him by His 
Majesty King Hassan II in the best interest of the region. 


He finally urged the elected members and the citizens to work in agreement 
with the new governor in order to promote the development of the young 
province in all its domains. 


The following were present at the installation ceremony: the minister of 
transports, Mohand Naceur, the governors of the provinces of Meknes, Fes 

and Khenifra, Mohamed Doubi Kadmiri, Moulay Mehdi Alaoui M'rani and Mohamed 
Afoud respectively, ministry of interior officials, deputies, elected members, 
local authorities and people of consequence. 
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MOROCCO 


BRIEFS 


DENIAL OF UNEM PRESIDENT--All the students are read; to participate in the 
defense of territorial integrity--Mohamed Boubekri, president of UNEM 
(National Union of Moroccan Students) categorically denied the reports 
alleging that a fraction of the students who had taken part in the XVIth 
UNEM congress were opposed to the question of the Sahara being discussed. 
At a press conference held on Tuesday morning at the UNEM headquarters, 
Boubekri reaffirmed that the students are ready to participate actively 

in the territorial defense of Morocco, and to this effect they have pro- 
posed the establishment of training camps for the students. [Text] 
[Casablanca MAROC SOIR in French 19 Sep 79 p 1] 7993 
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SUDAN 


OPPOSITION LEADER SAYS REVOLUTION AGAINST NUMAYRI IMMINENT 
Damascus AL-BA'TH in Arabic 2 & 6 Sep 79 


[Interview with Husayn ‘Uthman Mansur, Leader of Democratic Unionist Party, 
by ‘Abd-al-Ra'uf al-Kafri] 


{2 Sep 79 p 3] 


{[Text] The individualistic, oppressive and dictatorial regime of Numayri 
is on its death bed in these moments. It is on the brink of an abyss and it 
has committed an obvious treason against our country by throwing itself in 
al-Sadat's arms. This regime has sought the help of the Egyptian regime's 
gendarmery only to preserve its survival, sacrificing the Sudanese people's 
dignity and independence. 


When the regime found that it is isolated, it summoned the troops of al- 
Sadat, the similar agent dictator, who has betrayed the national cause. The 
price of our hateful dictator's fall in the arms of al-Sadat has been exorbi- 
tant because he has taken part with al-Sadat in betraying the Arab nation 

and disowning its history. 


This is what has been stressed by Husayn ‘Uthman Mansur, a leader of the Su- 
danese Democratic Unionist Party and the information official of the opposi- 
tion Sudanese People's National Front. 


[Question] What has recently happened and what is now happening in the fra- 
ternal country of Sudan? 


[Answer] For a long time, Sudan has been undergoing important developments. 
A state of anxiety and dissatisfaction has been prevailing among the Sudan- 
ese masses due to the political, economic and social deterioration in the 
domestic situation, not to mention the national position represented in tying 
Sudan's foreign policy to the imperialist interests by supporting al-Sadat's 
policy in the area. I would like to stress that Sudan will experience sur- 
prise development in the coming days. 
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The latest popular uprising was a clear reflection of the state of dissatis- 
faction and of the Sudanese masses’ rejection of this policy, not to mention 
rejection of the latest cabinet reshuffle which is tantamount to another sign 
of the crisis that is eroding the Sudanese regime. 


[Question] Before embarking on our Sudanese people's current revolution, 

it is useful to deal with the situation of your party, considering that you 
are ome of the leaders of the Sudanese Democratic Unionist Party. What 

were the early beginnings of your party and what are the phases through which 
this party has passed? 


[Answer] The party was originally called the Party of Brothers and inclu- 
ded the first forces opposed to colonialism. It was founded in 1944 and 
sought at the outset to realize the Nile Valley unity between Egypt and Su- 
dan. When the July 1952 revolution broke out, it was decided to unite the 
parties calling, by varying degrees, for unity with Egypt. Those parties 
were united and started to work under the name of the Unionist National Party. 
In 1954, a split occurred in the party and another party under the name of 
the Democratic People's Party was formed. This party was more strongly in- 
clined toward Egypt than the Unionist National Party. The two parties then 
reached agreement again and the Sudanese Democratic Unionist Party was formed 
in 1956. 


[Question] There is no doubt that the organizational, as well as the cultural, 
issue is of utmost significance. What about the party's masses and friends 
"in terms of the nature of the structure of your party?” 


[Answer] The nature of the party's structure is almost that of broad fronts. 
It includes various factions and sectors of the Sudanese people: Workers, 
farmers, minor civil servants, national intellectuals, students, merchants 
and national capitalism. It is a party built on the alliance of the peo- 
ple's forces. 


[Question] What are the Sudanese Democratic Unionist Party's fundamental 
inclinations--inclinations that the party charted as its goal at the outset 
of its formation and that it is viewing as its goals? 


[Answer] Since its formation, the party has had inclinations toward unity 
with Egypt. In 1957, and before ‘Abd-al-Nasir's rise, the party leadership, 
with its liberationist and progressive inclination, started to hold meetings 
with the Socialist Arab Ba-th Party. From Cairo, a message was sent by 
Shaykh ‘Ali ‘Abd-al-Rahman to the Ba‘th Party leadership at the time and 
agreement was reached to hold a dialogue on the basis of adopting the so- 
cialist Arab thinking by our Democratic Unionist Party which was known then 
by the name of the Democratic People's Party. 


[Question] On what basis was your inclination toward unity with Egypt founded? 


[Answer] The Arab nationalist thinking was not fully clear to our people 
at the time. The issue was a spontaneous one, both to us as a party and to 
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the Sudanese masses. However, our call for unity with Egypt was founded 
on an Arab basis, by evidence of our slogans: The unity of the language, 
the unity of the spiritual sentiments, the unity of religion, the unity of 
common struggle, the unity of land and then the unity of the Nile Valley. 


[Question] Is there a specific theory that defines and governs the immedi- 
ate and future struggle of your party? 


[Answer] I would like to assert that the Democratic Unionist Party js not-- 
despite the fact that its popularity is deep-rooted in all the provinces of 
Sudan and, despite the fact that it is a well-organized party with the full 
ability to move, considering that it is the leader of all the political 
movements--a theorized party and does not have any specific “theory.” Its 
struggle is inspired by our national conscience. We adopt our nat‘onal posi- 
tions vigilantly and firmly, benefiting from the experiences of all the 

Arab progressive forces. But since the hard recent experience that came in 
the wake of the May 1969 coup, it has become certain to us that we are build- 
ing with the progressive Arab forces a strongly meshed and firm political, 
intellectual and ideological structure and that through what we have suffered 
in our fight against the oppressive regime in Sudan, we have learned how to 
build a party that lacks nothing other than scoring the victory against the 
military dictatorship and toppling this dictatorship. Therefore, our party 
is an Arab party, in the sense that we believe in the pan-Arab call as a 
strategy and a goal, and even a means to build our Arab, and especially Su- 
danese, homeland. We are also a progressive party, in the sense that we 
demand freedom for ourselves and for the others and democracy for ourselves 
and for the others. We are an indivisible part of the Arab cause. 


We assert that our Arab position is not at all determined by the treacherous, 
defeatist, subsevient and disgraceful position taken by Ja'far Numayri, the 
oppressive dictator, as a hateful background for the traitor al-Sadat. 





Moreover, we are a socialist party that believes in the socialist experience 
in the Arab homeland, especially in Syria as a progressive Arab leadership 
that knows through experience how to theorize and how to act, not only for 
Syria but also for the Arab nation. 


Our party is an Arab socialist progressive party that believes in the prin- 
ciples of the Socialist Arab Ba'th Party. We are unionist and socialist Arabs. 


[Question] What is the desired goal of your visit to Syria and your meet- 
ings with the party leadership? 


[Answer] After formation of the Sudanese People's National Opposition Front 
which has included the opposition forces, I was entrusted to visit the 
struggling Syria to assert in the name of the Sudanese people and through 
their legitimate representative--the opposition--their opposition to the 
treacherous and oppressive regime, to assure the struggling Syria and the 
comrade leader Hafi al-Asad that the heroic Sudanese people have nothing 

at all to do with the treacherous positions that Numayri is taking in support 
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of al-Sadat and that the Sudanese people are a nationalist Arab people who 
rushed to support the Arab cause from the beginning. Many Sudanese martyrs 
fell on the sacred soil of Palestine in 1948 and the Sudanese people contin- 
ued to support the Arab cause firmly, crowning their support with the Khar- 
toum conference and its three famous no's. ‘Abd-al-Nasir bestowed on Khar- 
toum at the time the name of the capital of steadfastness. Had you seen how 
"Abd-al-Nasir was received, you would have realized that the Sudanese people 
not only refuse but also cannot betray the Arab cause and cannot accept the 
capitulationist and treacherous positions currently taken by Ja‘far Numayri. 









Therefore, it is important for us that the heroic Syrian people understand 
that the nationalist Arab Sudanese people appreciate their steadfast stance 
in the fact of the enemy and that the Sudanese people will not abandon them 
and will not stop supporting them at any time. 







[Question] How do you view and evaluate your meetings--and the discussions 
that took place in them--with some leaders of our party? 





[Answer] It is a true victory for the Sudanese opposition leaderships to 
meet with the top leaderships in the Arab Syria. This confirms that the Arab 
progressive forces in the entire Arab homeland are in full agreement and have 
established among themselves good political and ideological harmony that is 
capable of strengthening the fundamental battle against U. S. imperialisn, 
world Zionism and Arab reaction. I can say that I have been completely daz- 
zled by my meeting with comrade ‘Abdallah al~Ahmar--a meeting in which he 
assured me that the leading Arab thought is well and that we can "with ex- 
perience, thought and application" score every victory for the Arab home- 
land and for the Arab causes. I have also met with the minister of informa- 
tion and with the assistant minister of foreign affairs. 













[Question] In the light of your official and party talks, how do you evalu- 
ate the Syrian position? 


{[Aaswer] It is obvious that there is no longer any force capable of con- 
fronting the Zionist enemy in the battle of the Arab cause other than the 
army and forces of the heroic Syria. It is definite that the Syrian armed 
forces, which are confronting the forces of the aggression and of its allies, 
are the rock on which the Camp David accords have been smashed. When the 
vigilant Syria takes this courageous position against the forces of aggres- 
sion, imperialism and Arab reaction, it is fully aware that it will suffer 
heavily as a consequence of this heroic stance. But Syria has not and will 
not pay any attention to such suffering and will not retreat. This is why 
Syria has become the first and last bastion of the Arab cause. There is no 
longer anyone else in the battlefield. 


The signs of the imperialist-Zionist-reactionary plots against the progres- 
sive nationalist Syrian Arab regime have begun to appear in the suspect 

movements of the [Muslim] Brotherhood which is an agent of Arab reaction, 
U. S. imperialism and world Zionisna. 
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What happened in Aleppo is nothing but a crime against Islam, against Arab- 
fom and against humanity and nothing but a reflection of the plots being 
hatched against Syria. 


On the other hand, let me say that were it not for the ability of the Syrian 
leadership, the situation in Lebanon, on the Arab borders and in the entire 
area would have exploded in a manner harmful to the Arab interests. But 
Syria and its unimpulsive leadership have been able to score a political vic- 
tory and to gain full control. The world no longer thinks that Begin and al- 
Sadat can say that they are in control. 


Syria has gained the respect of the world public opinion with its superior 
self-restraint ability--an ability with which it is keeping its finger on the 
trigger while at the same time performing successfully a role in the U. N. 
efforts to establish peace in the fraternal Lebanon whereas the U. M. for- 
ces are incapable of establishing peace in a small area in southern Lebanon 
as a result of the Zionist provocations. 


[Question] Considering that all the Sudanese opposition forces are in unani- 
mous agreement on toppling Numayri, what about the efforts to complete the 
unity of all the Sudanese opposition factions in one front and where have 
you gotten in regard tc achieving this goal? 


{[Answer] From the outset, the opposition front consisted of the Democratic 
Unionist Party, the Nation's Party and a number of nationalist factions. 

The front's first charter was formulated in Aba Island in 1969 and was signed 
on behalf of the Nation's Party by martyr al-Hadi al-Mahdi who was killed 

in the 1970 incidents and on behalf of the Democratic Unionist Party by al- 
Sharif Husayn al-Hindi. 


When the regime hit Aba Island, al-Sharif al-Hindi tried to persuade al- 
Sadiq al-Mahdi to join the front and to replace his uncle al-Hadi al-Mahdi. 
Al-Sediq agreed and al-Sharif al-Hindi ceded the front's chairmanship to 
him. After the failure of the Muhammed Nur Sa'd agreement in 1976, the re- 
gime embarked on efforts to end the disputes with the frout. Al-Sadiq al- 
Mandi went to Port Sudan and met with Numayri under "the auspices of Saudi 
Arabia" where the two sides claimed that an agreement was reached. But it 
was not a written agreement and Numayri was able to manipulate it in his 
interest. Another mediation was made and culminated with the written Lon- 
don agreement which was announced to the world public opinion aad which was 
signed by our party on 12 April 1978. This agreement called for restoring 
democracy, guaranteeing public liberties, holding free elections from bot- 
tom to top and abolishing all the special measures restricting liberties. 
But as usual, Numayri's regime breached the agreement and persisted in its 
transgression, thus leading the country with its rash policies into wretched 
poverty, rampant corruption, domination by graft and favoritism and disin- 
tegration in the Sudanese society. The straw that broke the back has been 
the regime's support for al-Sadat's treasonous initiative. The London agree- 
ment has been thue buried completely. 














The Progressive National Front now consists of the Sudanese Democratic Union- 
ist Party, the Socialist Arab Ba'th Party, the Communist Party and the Na- 
siviet forces. 


[Question] As I know, and everybody else knows, the Sudanese opposition front 
has a strategy at present. In your capacity as the front's information 
representative, would you explain the dimensions of this strategy? 





[Answer] The front's and party's strategy at »resent is to topple Numayri's 
dilapidated regime immediately and finally. There is no chance of sitting 
with this regime for any kind of negotiations because it has beer proven to 
the entire world that Numayri is not a man of his word, that he does not keep 
his promises and cannot be trusted at all. This is the conviction of all the 
nationalist forces in Sudan, both those forces inside the front and those 
outside it. Numayri has no ally now other than the reactionary forces repre- 
sented in the Muslim Brotherhood. These are weak forces incapable of doing 
anything. There are also other forces created by the regime and consisting 
of corrupt, mercenary and opportunist elements. The Muslim Brotherhood or- 
ganization is extremely divided. The university students reject this ugly 
prostration by their organization's leadership before an already collapsed 
regime. 





[Question] What is the story of the recent bloodless coup that took place 
in Sudan and what is the role of Husni Mubarak [Egyptian Vice President] in 
the dismissal of Abu-al-Qasim, Numayri's deputy? 





[Answer] When the latest coup attempt--organized by Cairo which betrayed 
Abu-al-Qasim Ibrahim, Numayri's first deputy and the general secretary of 
the Sudanese Socialist Union--was exposed, it became known that Husni 
Mubarak invited Ibrahim to Alexandria and gave him advice at th: residence 
of the U. S. embassador specifically. Together, they entrusted the task of 
carrying out a coup against Numayri to Abu-al-Qasim, telling him that Lt 
Gen ‘Abd-al-Majid Hamid Khalil will be on his side. When Abu-al-Qasim ar- 
rived in Khartoum and told ‘Abd-al-Majid, his conversation concerning the 
coup was recorded and the recording was delivered to Numayri. As a result, 
"Abd-al-Majid became Numayri's first deputy. They thus got rid of Abu-al- 


Qasin. 


It is obvious that the policies of all the Egyptian governments from the 
first Khedive to the latest Khedive, al-Sadat, are built on a single strategy, 
namely to the Khartoum government weaxer than the Cairo government. They 
thus sought to ouster Abu~-al-Qasim because having the military in power fur- 
ther weakens Numayri who is already weak. It is well-known that ‘Abd-al-Ma- 
jid Khalil and ‘Izz-al-Din ‘Ali Malik, the chief of staff of the Sudanese 
army, are considered agents of the Egyptian regime. 


[Question] A lot has been said about the causes and dimensions of the re- 
cent Ramadan uprising. Was it a spontaneous uprising resulting from the 
economic pressure under which our people in Sudan are living, was it an in- 
tentional uprising for which the front's leadership had planned or what? 
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[Answer] The Ramadan uprising was not due to inflation and to the shortage 
of goods in the Sudanese macket, as many people imagine. Inflation and the 
shortage of zoods is something old. The uprising was planned by the front's 
leadership and the aim of stirring it up was to stress that our people are 
not asleep and that they keep up with all the moves taking place around then. 


Numayri has tried to claim that oil will be produced in Sudan, keeping in 
mind that the Sudanese people are aware that even if oil is produced, this 
will not happen before 5 years to come. Thus, the Svdanese people's reply 

to Numayri's claims concerning oil was to flare up so vhat the Chevron Com 
pany may know that there is no stability is Sudan. The company will not con- 
tinue its drilling operations [if there is no stability]. Numayri was 

thus embarrassed and he summoned additional Egyptian forces to coatrol the Su- 
danese people's uprising. 


[6 Sep 79, p 3] 


[Text] [Question] What are the current priorities of the struggle insofar 
as the progressive nationalist forces in Sudan are concerned? 


[Answer] While waging its decisive battle, Sudan is raising the slogan of 
unity of the progressive nationalist forces. The battle requires this unity 
and the priorities of the phase dictate that efforts be made to deal with 
the major contradiction between the people and the regime. 


The class and political assessment of the regime stresses that it is a back- 
ward capitalist regime under which a minority has enriched itself at the ex- 
pense of the overwheiming majority of our Sudanese people, under which agri- 
cultural capitalism has been allowed to be established with foreign capital 
and under which plants have been set up through middlemen and suspect for- 
eign monies. This has caused the popular forces in Sudan to stand united 
against the regime and its lackeys. 





Politically, the regime is an agent of the world imperialist forces. This 
regime is opposed to all the nationalist and pan-Arab policies. Domestically, 
the regime imposes an oppressive, dictatorial and bankrupt rule. At the 
pan-Arab level, the regime follows a line subservient to al-Sadat's treason- 
ous line. Internationally, it has adopted hostile positions toward all the 
liberationist policies and has become an open agent of the imperialist for- 
ces. There can be no salvation and no guarantee for the success of our Su- 
danese people's revolution except through unity of the progressive and na- 
tionalist forces in a declared front that derives its legitimacy from its 
sincere struggle for the people and for the issue of nationalist and demo- 
cratic liberation. The truth is that formation of the Sudanese opposition 
front has been founded on this mainstay. 
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[Question] As usual, Numayri throws the wlame for his regime's failure on 
the ministers and on the regime's leaderships. What is your evaluation of 
this attitude? 


[Answer] Numayri cannot disavow the responsibility by a mere speech he makes. 
Sudan is living under the worst economic, political and social circumstances 
it has ever experienced. 


Sudan has never undergone as many successive crises as it has experienced 
under the canopy of Numayri'’s regime which has acknowledged this fact re- 
peatedly. Numayri's appeal to the Sudanese people to extend the ropes of 
their exhausted patience is tantamount to an official admission that the 
economic, political and social situation is no longer bearable. The regime 
is acknowledging its failure and this is something that no longer needs any 
proof. This situation has motivated all the people's groups to move and to 
oppose the regime openly and comprehensively. 





The opposition masses are no longer unarmed. Many military men have been 
discharged under the present regime, most of them dishonorably. There are 
also trained men among the opposition ranks. Moreover, there are thousands 
of armed men in various parts of Sudan and there are the southern rebels. 
All these elements are now on the gide opposing the regime. The battle is 
truly passing through its last moments. 


[Question] The alliance existing between al-Sadat's and Numayri's regimes 
needs no proof. It is certain that had not Numayri enlisted the help of al- 
Sadat regime's forces, he would not have been able to contain the recent 
Ramadan uprising. What about the Egyptian military presence in Sudan? 


[Answer] The Egyptian military presence in Sudan has been proven, despite 
Numayri'’s and al-Sadat's allegations that there are no Egyptian troops in 
Sudan. It is proven that the Egyptian troops are present in western Sudan 
in camps known as the (Flamingo) camps which are close to the coast nearer 
the Ethiopian-Sudanese borders. Tivese camps are swarming with Egyptian 
military aircraft, tanks, infantry and artillery forces numbering nearly 
10,000 troops and administrative officers. Moreover, there are Egyptian 
forces in Wadi Sayyidna. This camp provides a true picture of the Egyptian 
military presence in eastern and northern Sudan. There are Egyptian forces 
in Khartoum also. Additional Egyptian forces arrived recently to crush the 
popular uprising and to besiege the Sudanese army. These forces consist of 
paratroopers and special security elements and have been deployed in Jabal 
al-Awliya's area. Nobody can enter or leave Khartoum now without being sub- 
jected to inspection. The goal is obvious, namely to protect Numayri's 
regime from any popular uprising or coup attempt. Moreover, Sudan has be- 
come a part of the U. S. strategy implemented by al-Sadat's regime. 


[Question] What comes after the recent Ramadan uprisings? 


[Answer] The nature of the Sudanese people's movements is unique. What 
happened in the 1964 revolution astonished many revolution theoreticians in 
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the world. The Sudanese revolution is not subject to the ebb and flow condi- 
tions dominating society. The Sudanese masses rebelled in 1964 even though 
a relative state of prosperity was prevailing. The military dictatorship in 
power at the time was toppled and democracy was restored. If there has re- 
cently been an ebb in the wake of the recent Ramadan uprising, this does not 
at all mean the end of the revolution in Sudan. It is just a respite for 
Sudan's revolutionaries. We would not be exaggerating if we say that the em- 
bers of the Sudanese revolution are smoldering and that its volcano is ex- 
plosive. The whole world may be surprised by a revolution that continues un- 
til it achieves victory and by rapid and imminent developments. 


[Question] Such an affirmation makes us ask what the components of the vic- 
tory are, i. e. what is required of the Sudanese opposition front at this 
particular time? 


[Answer] As I have already pointed out, the National Front consists of the 
Democratic Unionist Party, the Sudanese Communist Party and the modern [sic] 
Arab (Nasirist) forces. This front was formed in London recently and has 
made its goal to topple the regime. This requires by necessity mobilizing 
the Sudanese masses and pushing them in the right direction. 


[Question] We now reach in our dialogue the issue of the south, especially 
the issue of the regime's persecution of the (Sano) Party members, not to 
mention the regime's claims that the southern problem has been solved. 


[Answer] The issue of southern Sudan is not a new issue. The regime's al- 
legation that this issue was settled by the Addis Ababa agreement reached 
under the auspices of Emperor Haile Selassie and of the World Churches Coun- 
cil has been proven void. It has been proven that Numayri's regime is in- 
capable of solving the problem of the south. The armed southern opposition 
against Numayri's regime is still present and Numayri has not and will never 
enjoy stability in the south. He is meeting violent opposition from the 
southerners. The latest attempt to topple Numayri's regime was the attempt 
of Samuel (Aro), the deputy speaker of the People's Assembly, who is a pri- 
soner in Cooper Prison along with his colleagues. 


Our southern brothers are considered genuine opposition forces in Sudan. 
Their stance helped the 1964 revolution to succeed. The land of southern Su- 
dan has always been a source of annoyance and anxiety for all the dictator- 
ial governments in Khartoum. Moreover, the oppressive regime in Sudan is 
conducting an extensive campaign of arrests against members of the Sano 
Party and is placing its main leaders under house arrest, keeping in mind 
that the influence of this party relies on the most numerous tribes in 
southern Sudan, namely the (Dinka) tribe and other tribes. 


[Question] What is the degree of the link between the opposition in the 
south and the Sudanese opposition front? 


[Answer] There is a link between us and our brothers in the south in their 
capacity as a front, a party and a vanguard. They have had an effective 
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role in the various uprisings and confrontations experienced by Sudan re- 
cently. 


{Question] Numayri has more than a vacillating position--at least in his 
statements--insofar as the Eritrean revolution is concerned. What is the 
truth of this matter? 


[Answer] The treasonous regime of Numayri which has disowned the Arab na- 
tion and its causes and which has sold Sudan to the treacherous Egyptian re- 
gime will not at all hesitate to sell the Eritrean revolution to its enemies. 
The regime's betrayal of the Eritrean revolutionaries is not at all unlikely. 
However, the only guarantee for the continued presence of the nationalist 
Eritrean revolution in its launching bases in Sudan lies in the opposition's 
success in toppling the present regime. 


[Question] Numayri insinuates through his moves and his visits that he is 
still the man in full control in Sudan. What do you say? 


[Answer] At both the domestic and external levels, Numayri's regime exploits 
some contradictions existing internally among some Sudanese groups and in- 
dividuals. At the external level, Numayri tries to exploit the conflicts in 
the Arab homeland. He raises conflicting slogans that no rational person can 
believe. 


Numayri's regime is a regime of contradictions fundamentally. If we try to 
evaluate it politically, we find that it is primarily an agent subservient to 
the U. S. imperialism and a lackey of al-Sadat. In class terms, it is a re- 
gime that coexists with a class of parasitic new millionaires whom the re- 
gime calls the national capital. The regime has thus created the "bogy man” 
who will swallow the regime itself. There are nearly 20 new millionaires 
now whereas there wasn't a single Sudanese millionaire on the dawn of 

25 May 1969. 


Thus, the flareup of class struggle in Sudan between the class of surfeited 
millionaires and the rest of the poor Sudanese masses has become a reality. 


[Question] Political leadership has a fundamental and effective role in 
mobilizing the masses. It is noticed that some leaderships of the Sudanese 
Reconciliation [al-musalahah] Front have emigrated from Sudan. Doesn't such 
an emigration affect the course and victory of the revolution in Sudan? 


[Answer] The emigration of some political leaderships from Sudan was not on 
a decision by Numayri. It was a necessity because the revolution movement 
forced some leaderships of the nationalist forces to select exile and strug- 
gle from abroad. They have been able to lead the domestic struggle success- 
fully and to escalate it to the level of armed struggle. The leaderships 
that are outside Sudan are very small numericaily. However, they are very 
effective in exposing the regime to the entire world. This leadership (the 
opposition vanguard) is the leadership that worked to train and arm the revo- 
lutionary forces which have waged the numerous and well-known battles against 
the regime. 
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[Question] What is the lesson derived from the total events and develop- 
ments that the Sudanese people have undergone and continue to undergo? 


[Answer] The experiences, victories and defeats of peoples ir the struggle 
battles are the common property of the people. We, the Sudanese people, bene- 
fit from all the ideological, nationalist and progressive revolutions lived 
by the peoples of the world. We are an indivisible part of the liberation- 
ist revolutions known to the third world generally and to the Arab world in 
particular. If there is any lesson derived, it is the lesson of unity of 

the nationalist forces, of escalating the role of the masses and mobilizing 
them and of a firm resolution to achieve victory, regardless of how heavy 

the sacrifices become. 
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WESTERN SAHARA 


EIGHT REHORTERS OONFiRM SERIUUS M-RUCCAN DEFEAT 
Paris LE MONDE in French 19 Sep 79 p 4 
[Article by LE MONDE correspondent Daniel Junqua | 


{rext Algiers--The POLISARIO Front confirmed on Monday 17 September that 
ts troops had won a "new victory” overnight near the stronghold of Zag in 
southern Morocco, where a substantial part of the main body of Moroccan 
troops is massed opposite Tindouf (LE MONDE, 18 September). A sharifian 
unit fell into an ambush and reportedly sustained very heavy losses in men 
and materiel. Following the spectacular offensive on 25 January of this 
year against Tan-Tan, capital of Tarfaya Province, the fighting has steadily 
intensified, as is attested to by the 24 August attack on the town of 
Labouirate despite the fact that it was defended by the third armored 
squadron group of the royal army. The Rabat government acknowledged that 
the town had been surrounded, while the POLISARIO Front reported 400 killed 
on the Moroccan side and the destruction of 15 armored vehicles--figures 
which at the time seemed very high (LE MONDE, 28 August). 


The magnitude .f the reverse sustained by Morocco, however, was no longer 
in doubt afte: tie return to Algiers of eight newsmen, including three 
Frenchmen, who hud been taken by the guerrillas to the battlefield (the 
POLISARIO Front had, curiously enough, not seen fit to invite the corres- 
pondent of LE MUNDE to go along). During a Y-hour period the newsmen 
visited the destroyed and deserted positions, the shelters, and even the 
artillery at the central command post, where they viewed the files of the 
unit and even the “operations log” of the commanding officer of the forti- 
fied camp, Major Agelmat. 


“The Enemy Chose To Withdraw” 


Rene Mauries, special correspondent of the DEPECHE DE T.UL_USE, was in this 
way enabled to count 26 T-34 heavy tanks of Soviet manufa:ture that had 

been hit by rocket fire or abandoned by their crews without giving battle, 
and also counted 12 light armored cars and many armored troop carriers. He 
confirmed on all points a news story that had appeared in the weekly ALGERIE 
ACTUALITE and emphasized the demoralization of the 1,200 soldiers of the 
garrison, “who had not been relieved for 4 years” and had already sustained 
very heavy losses on 6 July and 10 August. 

















Following the first attack, Major Aselmat had expressed the belief (in his 
report, a copy of which was found at the scene) that without the reinforce- 
ments of men and materiel he had been requesting “the third armored squadron 
group was doomed to destruction.” The day after the second attack, when the 
Sahracui guerrillas had penetrated to the heart of the troop formation, he 
wrote with a touch of irony: 


“The enemy chose to withdraw after sweeping our positions clean of every- 
thing they contained.” He added that his unit had been “traumatized” and 
“was no longer operational.” 





When the prisoners were questioned near Tindouf by the newsmen, they said 
that the circle of entrenched and partially underground positions protecting 
the town had been overrun in 40 minutes and that casualties had been "enor- 
mous.” 


A document found at the command post reported, several days before the 
attack, the presence of a “new inspection mission by two French officers: 
a colonel and a captain,” who seemed among other things to be dissatisfied 
with the performance of the 12.7 machine guns. Even more unexpectedly, 
they also found an order of the day which had been read to the troops and 
consisted basically of a preface to a propaganda tract celebrating the 
“green march” of 1975. It was lavish in its praise of the monarchy and 
bore the signature of the academician Maurice Druon. 


To bring Morocco to heel, the POLISARIO Front then decided to take the war 
to the very territory of its adversary. Abandoning for the moment its 
operations against the coastal towns of the Western Sahara--which are 
strongly defended by the royal forces--and relieved of any concern with 
respect to the southern front following the agreement signed with Nouakchott, 
the POLISARIO forces directly engaged the main body of the Moroccan combat 
forces deployed along the Algerian border, with the aim of inflicting 
“unacceptable” losses on the Moroccan forces. Although the latter had only 
recently been reinforced by the royal troops that had been withdrawn fros 
Zaire and Mauritania, they seemed to have resisted only with increasing 
difficulty. “The situation in the southern part of the kingdom has reached 
the threshold of the intolerable,” King Hasean II declared on & March in a 
message to the house of representatives. Is not that situation becoming 
even more tense for the kingdom today, now that the OAU and the nonaligned 
countries are proclaiming--one after another--the right of the Sahracuis to 
self-determination and independence and are denouncing Morocco’s action? 
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WESTERN SAHARA 


REPORT OF EMERGENCY PLAN FOR OUED EDDAHAB 
Rabat L'OPINION in French 20 Sep 79 pp 1,10 
[Article by special correspondent Alem Azzam of MAP] 


[Text] The day after our arrival in Dakhla a dense crowd of men and women 
in blue robes had congregated around the temporary headquarters of the Banque 
de Maroc. They had come to exchange their Mauritanian ouguias for Moroccan 
dirhams at the profitable rate of one ouguia for 10 centimes, causing the 
treasury to sustain a deficit of almost one billion centimes. 





The representatives of the Ministry of Equipment who came in full force, 
already knew what to expect. After repairing the lighthouse on the jetty 
which is most essential in a port which registers heavy tonnage ships 
navigating in unsuspected dangerous currents, they acquainted us with their 
plan of immediate action. They will invest 52,800,000 dirhams over a period 
of 6 to 7 months. Needed immediately: a cold storage installation to pre- 
serve perishable foodstuffs which a boat already chartered by the Southern 
Regions Supply Office will deliver to a city short of provisions, after 
leaving Casablanca yesterday. The port itself will swallow up half of 

this amount: 25.5 million dirhams will be used to equip the principal 

jetty with lifting equipment, motorboats and tugboats, as soon as the costly 
dredging operation is completed. A master plan for the installation will 

be drawn up while a restructuring study covering the port of Dakhla as well 
as that of Laguira will be implemented. 


This plan also foresees the reconstruction of the causeways as well as the 
construction of the first sections of the Dakhla-Laguira road. Eight million 
dirhams are destined for the National Promotion yards which have been entrusted 
with the task of rebuilding the dwellings, sporting complex and the women's 
shelter. 


As regards public works, they will also receive ten million dirhams for 
sanitation purposes, restoration of administrative buildings, repairing 
roads and for green spaces. 











Finally, about 2,300,000 dirhams will be used for canalization and dis- 
tribution of drinking water. In this connection a new water system will 
be needed for the elimination of the high percentage of sulphur contained 
therein. 


All of this is only a first step as the Province of Dakhla is very promising. 
What it offers in the field of fishing is inconceivable, and the people in 
charge, judging from their enthusiasm, plan to make Dakhla an industrial 

pole capable of competing with any port in the northern part of the country. 


The greatest surprise will be the vegetable gardens which encircle the city 
owing to water reserves, which are difficult to imagine when speaking of 
the Sahara. A few fellaheen, obviously inexperienced, succeed in producing 
vegetables of the most astonishing, dimensions. The Spanish records permit 
us to anticipate a positive future on this level. With water possibilities 
avaiiable it is already practicable to irrigate almost 5,000 hectares in 
the Dakhla periphery alone while the region of El Argoub offers the same 
chances, according to the people in charge. If the forecasts are found to 
be true, the city and even the neighboring localities will be able to be 
self-sufficient in fruits and vegetables in the very near future. 


To watch the people in charge bustling about and making plans and forecasts, 

it is difficult not to imagine that the Sahara is a real school where civilians 
as well as the military call upon their abilities and deem it an honor to 
attain a sense of pride in being a Moroccan. 
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